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YES, PLEASE BUILD 
IN MY BACKYARD 


Working with tech funding to get cities to allow more density 
Millennial activists ask, ‘Where is my generation going to live?’ 
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Sonja Trauss is a leader of the YIMBY (Yes In My Backyard) movement, promoting development in existing neighborhoods. 


By Katy Murphy 


kmurphy@bayareanewsgroup.com 


Californias unprecedented 
housing crisis has ushered a new 
power player onto the scene with 
a supply-and-demand message so 
succinct it could fit on a T-shirt: 
Build more homes. 

Meet the YIMBYs, a net- 
work of pro-development, tech- 
funded, ‘Yes-In-My-Backyard’ or- 
ganizations cropping up through- 
out the Bay Area and beyond to 
counter the sentiment against 
building more homes in existing 
neighborhoods. Led by millenni- 
als, who have been frozen out of 
the housing market and slammed 
by California’s skyrocketing rents, 
the movement has distilled a col- 
lection of wonky policies into an 
urgent problem with a ready so- 
lution. 

“Where is my generation going 
to live?” Laura Clark, executive 
director of YIMBY Action, asked 
the San Francisco planning com- 
mission earlier this year. “Where 
are my kids going to live? My en- 
tire generation is stunted by the 
chronic housing shortage that has 
been brought on by people who 
can’t stand to have apartment 
buildings in their neighborhoods. 
And that is an outrage.” 

California has built so few 
homes over the past four decades 
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GALIZE 
DUSING 


Talk to your friends about zoning. GA iaiia a 


Guests applaud state Sen. Scott Wiener, D-San Francisco, at 
YIMBY Action’s fundraising gala in San Francisco Nov. 2. 


New walls stand guard against flood 


Mayor: Diligent efforts mean 
better disaster preparedness 


By Ramona Giwargis 
rgiwargis @bayareanewsgroup.com 


SAN JOSE » Months after she was evacu- 
ated amid the powerful February storms 
that overwhelmed nearby Coyote Creek, 
Hien Nguyen has finally returned to her 
Rock Springs home. All around her are 
signs of change. 

Along the nearby creek levee, work 
crews have been installing a “berm wall” 
to bolster the creek’s resistance to flood- 
ing. 

“The wall makes us feel a little safer,” 
Nguyen said though, like many of her 
neighbors, she feels it should have been 
there all along. “They were supposed to 
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Adrian Ledesma, left, and Mark Carreiro, of Santa Clara Valley Water 
District, erect vinyl sheet-pile wall to guard against Coyote Creek floods. 


Group 
to buy 
stake in 


Uber? 


Board deal said to resolve 


conflicts involving ex-CEO 
Kalanick; [PO set for 2019 


By Seung Lee 


slee@bayareanewsgroup.com 


Uber’s board on Sunday agreed to a deal open- 
ing the way for a consortium of investors led by 
Japanese conglomerate SoftBank to buy a sig- 
nificant stake in the ride-hailing giant, ushering 
Uber toward becoming a public company, accord- 
ing to press reports. 

The SoftBank-led consortium’s investment in 
Uber could be worth up to $10 billion, Reuters 
reported, citing two unnamed people familiar 
with the matter. 

Under the agreement, SoftBank and its inves- 
tors will buy at least 14 percent of Uber through 
a mix of newly created and existing stocks, ac- 
cording to reports from the Wall Street Journal 
and New York Times. 

“We've entered into an agreement with a con- 
sortium led by SoftBank and Dragoneer on a po- 
tential investment,” an Uber spokesperson wrote 
in an emailed statement Sunday to this newspa- 
per. “We believe this agreement is a strong vote 
of confidence in Uber’s long-term potential. Upon 
closing, it will help fuel our investments in tech- 
nology and our continued expansion at home and 
abroad, while strengthening our corporate gov- 
ernance.” 

The deal comes after Uber CEO Dara Khosrow- 
shahi said Thursday at a conference that the ride- 
hailing company will go public in 2019. 

In the deal reached on Sunday, the reports said 
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Baxter IV bags, now in short supply, are mainstays 
in most hospital rooms. 


Hurricane causes 
IV-bag shortage 
at area hospitals 


Crisis hits with three Baxter plants in 
Puerto Rico reeling in wake of storm 


By Tracy Seipel 


tseipel@bayareanewsgroup.com 


It’s usually one of the first items you'll see after 
you enter a hospital room: a small, clear plastic 
bag filled with a saline or sugar-water solution, 
hanging above a loved one’s bed. 

But a serious shortage of the bags used to in- 
ject drugs intravenously is now alarming many 
Bay Area hospitals after Hurricane Maria in Sep- 
tember slammed into Puerto Rico and shut down 
production at three plants owned by Baxter In- 
ternational, which makes a large percentage of 
the IV bags used in the United States. 

In his 35 years as a hospital pharmacist, Mar- 
tin Iyoya has never seen anything like the cur- 
rent scarcity. 

“We have had shortages, but not like what we 
are seeing now,” said Iyoya, director of pharmacy 
services at John Muir Health in Walnut Creek 
and Concord. 
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